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October 2025 Advocacy Update

The Business Alliance for a Sound Economy (BASE) is the collective advocacy
voice for over 9,400 trade association members and 65 businesses across
southeastern North Carolina. BASE marshals its coalition to advance smart and
sustainable growth, capital investment, economic prosperity, and quality of life.

Remember to RSVP for Oct. 15 BASE member meeting with Sen. Michael
Lee

BASE will hold its Remaining municipal election
quarterly member candidate forums

meeting on Wednesday,
Oct. 15, at the Cape

Brunswick County: The League of
Fear Country Club.

Women Voters is hosting candidate

forums for four municipal elections.
Two are yet remaining on the
calendar: Southport, Oct. 14, 6-8
p.m., at the Southport Community
Building. Holden Beach, Oct. 17, 6-
8 p.m., at the Holden Beach Town
Hall.

Lunch service begins at 11:30 a.m., with
the program beginning at 12:00 p.m.

State Sen. Michael Lee is BASE's featured
guest speaker for the meeting. Sen. Lee is
Maijority Leader for the North Carolina

Senate. Onslow and Pender

counties: The Jacksonville Board
of Realtors, which is an
association member of BASE, is
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Members are asked to RSVP by Monday, hosting a candidate forum on Oct.
Oct. 13, using this link to confirm 14 from 9-10:30 a.m. for
attendance. Jacksonville City Council races
(moderated by BASE CEO Jerod
Patterson). Following will be a
forum for Swansboro Commission
candidates.

On Oct. 16 from 9:30-11 a.m., a
forum will be held for Holly Ridge
municipal candidates. All forums
will be held at the Jacksonville City
Council Chambers, 815 New Bridge
Street. Forums will be broadcast via
G10-TV (online at G10TV.org or
Spectrum Channel 10in
Jacksonville-Onslow County). The
Jacksonville Onslow Chamber of
Commerce is also partnering as a
host on the candidate forums.

House Bill 926 passes several building regulatory reforms into law
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Housing and building reform have been
among the more contested issues this
past legislative session in Raleigh. While
some larger reform bills stalled out down
the home stretch of the session, several
measures began to shake through

the General Assembly via other
legislative vehicles when it convened in f ,l I
late September.

Most notably, House Bill 926 passed

both chambers and Governor Stein let it pass into law without a signature,
making it effective on October 6. The legislation makes several important
reforms:

¢ Prohibits requirements for pavement design standards that go beyond
NCDOT’s established minimum standard

e Prohibits local governments from requiring waiting periods for
applicants who withdraw or are denied zoning or development
requests. This change allows developers to refile applications without
unnecessary delay.

e Allows developers to proceed under the regulations of just one local
government when a project spans multiple jurisdictions. If no mutual
agreement exists, a developer can follow the rules of the jurisdiction
that covers the majority of the site.

e Prohibits a fee for a cancelled inspection when the permit holder
cancels at least one business day in advance



e Prohibits the Department of Environmental Quality from requesting
additional information during a stormwater permit review that was not
identified as missing or required during its initial review

e Prohibits minimum structure sizes beyond existing Residential Code

e Prohibits requirements that parking spaces be bigger than 9x20 feet

¢ Prohibits an extra fire access road requirement beyond what codes
already mandate

e Gives atemporary exemption during construction for fire protection
water supply for model homes when the full fire-flow development is
still pending, provided the supply is in place before staff or public enter
the model home

These reforms were perhaps overshadowed in the news by other provisions in
the bill that prevent local governments from restricting the size of official
government flags flown on private property, a direct response to the Greenville
Camping World flag controversy. The same bill also has a provision that
protects motorsports racetracks from "nuisance" complaints by surrounding
property owners who arrived after the track obtained development rights and
received permits and approvals to begin construction and operate.

Rabon and Lee top list of most NC House moves political
effective NC Senators violence legislation



The legislative tracking service
Roboro.ai published an

analysis of the 2025 long session
of the General Assembly, in which
Sen. Bill Rabon of Brunswick
County and Sen. Michael Lee of
New Hanover County were found
to be among the most effective at
passing legislation into law.

Excluding resolutions, the two
were among just five senators
who accounted for nearly half of
all senate bills that became law
this past session, providing
serious legislative muscle for the
southeastern part of the state.

Underscoring their influence,
Sen. Rabon chairs the powerful
senate rules committee and Sen.
Lee is an appropriations chair
and Majority Leader.

Following the assassination of
Charlie Kirk, the state house
quickly moved on the Political

Terrorism Prevention Act, with all
but six house members voting for
the legislation. It moves to the
senate where it awaits the
chamber’s next gavel.

The Act provides stiffer penalties
for criminal offenses against an
individual because of their
political beliefs, affiliations,
candidacy, voting history,
advocacy, or lawful political
expression. Offenders would be
ineligible for parole, early release,
or areduced sentence, and
politically motivated felonies
would be elevated by one class
level. Class A felonies committed
with political motivation would
become death penalty eligible.
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NC Supreme Court considers class actions against certain municipalities
for impact fees

Judicial redress is cracking
down on municipalities that
overstep or misuse their
statutory authority in levying
and administering fees. In
general, impact fees on
development areillegalin
North Carolina. Special
statutory authority allows the

Town of Apex to levy an in-

lieu fee on residential development for recreation, but Empire Contractors
challenged its $64,000 fee on a 20-lot development, arguing the town treated
the payment as general revenue instead of directing it to nearby recreation
projects as statutorily required. The Superior Court agreed with the contractor
and ruled that other developers could seek relief through class action. The
town appealed the ruling to the state Supreme Court which heard arguments
Sept. 16.

In one of the most famous judicial slap-downs over impact fees, the City of
Raleigh continues to challenge a $16 million judgment to refund water and
sewer impact fees that it improperly imposed from 2016-2018. A lower court
already certified a class of more than 700 potential plaintiffs. Rather than
refunding the fees, the city has generated $8 million and counting in interest on
the original judgment, with a bill of $23 million and counting as it continues its
appeal process, now to the state Supreme Court.

While we’re on the subject of questionable fees, Carteret County finds itself in
judicial crosshairs for improperly administered solid waste fees. Four
property owners filed suit against the county claiming it is “in violation of N.C.
Gen. Stat. 8 153A-292(b) and in one respect its own Ordinance” for charging
two separate fees for solid waste services to property owners who do not use
the county’s solid waste services but rather a private contractor or municipality.



According to the plaintiffs, the county “charges and collects more in these solid
waste fees than it costs the county to operate [its] solid waste disposal sites.”
The Supreme Court heard oral arguments on September 10 in the case.

Updates on transportation infrastructure planned improvements across
the region

At the Wilmington MPO’s Sept. 24
board meeting, NCDOT Division 3
Engineer Trevor Carrol provided a
review of projects in development
for the planning area, which covers
New Hanover, northeastern
Brunswick, and southern Pender
counties. These include $1.8

billion in committed state funds.
The video of the meeting and presentation is available here. Major projects
include:

o Agrade separated interchange at Military Cutoff and Eastwood
Road (pictured above). Design is 90% complete, the $90M+ project is
funded and has a been presented at public meetings and town halls as
far back as 2017. The City of Wilmington has committed funds for
aesthetic enhancements. The project will make a major positive impact
on an increasingly congested area. Construction could begin late 2027
and last three-four years.

e Three bridge replacements in Wrightsville Beach. Right-of-way
acquisition is underway. The project will utilize the construction
manager general contractor (CMGC) process, which allows for
minimized impacts and expedited delivery.
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e Completion of the US-17 Hampstead Bypass, currently on track for
2030 completion. The bypass will alleviate as much as half of the traffic
that currently travels through Hampstead on US-17.

e Carrol provided an update on efforts to fund the $1.1+ billion
replacement of the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge, which is to be a 135-
foot fixed span bridge.

Other planned projects include: Widening of Carolina Beach Road through
Monkey Junction south of Wilmington with a continuous flow intersection. A
grade separated interchange with flyover at College Road and MLK Parkway. An
interchange at Kerr Avenue and MLK Parkway, planned for 2030.

In other news, NCDOT provided a revised cost estimate of $424.6M for the
planned extension of Independence Boulevard from Randall Parkway to MLK
Parkway. The 1.7-mile extension will alleviate strain on other arterial corridors.
A final environmental impact statement is anticipated next winter.

WMPO region
explores alternative

Jacksonville MPO’s
2026-2035
transportation plan

Carolina Bays Parkway
extension upcoming public

local funding options hearings

A subcommittee of
the WMPO
unanimously agreed
to recommend the
continued exploration
of alternative local
funding options to
move the region’s

The Jacksonville
MPO recently
approved its 2026-
2035 Metropolitan
Transportation
Improvement Plan
(MTIP), whichis a
fiscally constrained

The North Carolina and

South Carolina Departments

of Transportation have

rescheduled public hearings

for the Carolina Bays

Parkway Extension Project
after tropical storm threats
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major transportation
improvement projects
forward.

Given limited funding
from current sources,
an estimated funding
gap of $8 billion has
emerged for the
region’s
transportation needs
over the next 50 years.

Local funding,
especially when
leveraged, could
prove vital to getting
infrastructure
expansion ahead of
population growth,
easing traffic, and
protecting the region’s
quality of life.

Some local options
would require regional
cooperation and
legislative
authorization, which
underscores the
continued need for a
deliberate and data-
informed study
process before any

transportation
improvement plan
that aligns with

the State
Transportation
Improvement

Plan (STIP), and
another five years of
planned projects for
illustrative purposes.

Not all are fully
funded but dollars
are committed to
most. Listed projects
include highway,
road, bridge, airport,
and transit projects.

Some of the bigger
ticket items include a
runway extension at
Albert Ellis Airport,
bridge replacements,
widening of NC-53
from US-17 to
Exchange Drive,
widening NC-210
from US-17 to SR-
1518, and major
intersection
improvements at NC-
24/Richlands

postponed last month’s
meetings.

The new dates are: (1)
Monday, Oct. 20, at the
North Strand Recreational
Center, 120 State Highway
57 S., Longs, South Carolina.
(2) Thursday, Oct. 23, at the
Sea Trail Convention Center,
75-A Clubhouse Road,
Sunset Beach, North
Carolina.

The Carolina Bays Parkway
Extension Project will
establish a new route
connecting South Carolina
Highway 9 in Horry County to
U.S. Highway 17 in
Brunswick County.

FUTURE
PARKWAY
GO EXTENSION

® &

SUNSET BEACH
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proposals or Highway and Old

recommendations are  Maplehurst Road.

developed.

The document can

be viewed here.

Major CFPUA capital
projects in progress

Kenneth Waldrop, Executive
Director of the Cape Fear
Public Utility

Authority provided an
update on the utility’s
expansion and capital
improvement progress to
the Greater Wilmington
Chamber of Commerce in
late September.

The utility currently has 104
active improvement projects
that total $577 million. Its
10-year capital improvement
plan tops $612 million, with
nearly two-thirds of that
going toward replacing old
infrastructure.

Major projects include

the Last Frontier initiative.
This major undertaking will
extend water and sewer

National Flood
Insurance Program
has lapsed

A

M
N
N N

C did not
NATIONAL FLOQOD “cneressdne
INSURANCE PROGRAM  Pass an extension of

the National Flood

Insurance Program
(NFIP) authority, which lapsed at midnight on
September 30. The program is among several high
stakes of the current government shutdown. An
extension of the NFIP is attached to legislation
that would fund the government through
November, but negotiations in Washington have
yet to yield a consensus.

Here's what happens during the program’s lapse:

e New and renewal policies: NFIP cannot
issue or renew flood insurance policies
until the program is reauthorized.

o Existing coverage: Current NFIP policies
remain active until their expiration date,
including a 30-day grace period. Claims
will still be paid while FEMA has available
funds.
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service to a large portion of
northern New Hanover
County, unlocking the area’s
economic potential. The
utility is also replacing

the Southside Wastewater
Treatment Plant and
completing a consolidation
that brings Wrightsville
Beach into CFPUA.

<
I Cane Fear

Public Utility Authority

Brunswick County
briefs

Brunswick County
Commissioners in
September gave

¢ Policy transfers: Sellers can transfer an
existing NFIP policy to buyers by simply
updating the policyholder’s name, avoiding
the need for a new policy.

e Private insurance: Private flood insurance,
which is not backed by NFIP, is unaffected.
Visit your state insurance department’s
website for options, and remind clients to
review coverage details.

e Lenderrequirements: During a lapse,
most federal regulators pause mandatory
flood insurance requirements, leaving it to
individual lenders to decide whether to
issue loans in special flood hazard areas.

NFIP insures $1.3 trillion in flood coverage for 4.7
million policyholders in 23,000 communities
nationwide. The lapse could stall about 1,400
daily transactions. Private flood insurance
remains an option for property owners.

Several land use plan
revisions underway in
Brunswick County

The Town of Oak
Island contracted

approval to a staff proposal to study the feasibility with WithersRavenel to
of a county stormwater utility, which would be assist with a revision of its
able to map the county’s stormwater infrastructure, comprehensive plan. Town
identify deficiencies or problem areas, and develop Council received a report

a capital improvement program to make upgrades. on the final draftin




BASE has been and remains very supportive of the
county’s consideration. A utility would better
position the county to take a proactive role
regarding flood control and mitigation. It would also
be able to tailor the prospective utility to the
county’s unique situation as an expansive and
growing coastal area.

Brunswick County school leaders presented the
district’s evaluation of long-range facility
improvements to address growth in the student
population. Several schools are approaching
capacity. Anticipated needs include elementary
and high school campuses and other district-wide
improvements. Based on the commissioners’
feedback, the district and staff will continue to
hone plans with an anticipated school

bond sometime in 2026.

The Brunswick County Planning Board’s
decisions on proposed developments have been a
mixed bag of late. Several large developments have
failed to gain board approval. Among the most
frequently cited concerns from board members are
traffic impacts on roads (especially small rural
roads), even when NCDOT issues an opinion that
the roads can handle the projected traffic counts.
Residential developmentin or near the flood plane
has also been cited as a concern during hearings.
In Brunswick County, the planning board has the
final say on these matters and commissioners only
weigh in if decisions are appealed.

September, with a vote
forthcoming. The
presentation is available
here for viewing.

The City of Southport has
also completed the draft of
its revised comprehensive
plan. A public presentation
of the draft took place on
recently. It can be viewed
here on the city’s website.

The Town of Boiling Spring
Lakes is also beginning the
process of revising its
comprehensive plan. The
town just opened a
community survey to kick
things off.

The revision of Brunswick
County’s unified
development

ordinance remains on the
radar screen with no draft
yet released.
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Changing of the guard
atNCDOT

After two years at the
helm, Joey Hopkins has
retired from NCDOT.
His service stretched
over 30 years in various
roles.

He is succeeded by
Daniel Johnson
(below), he beganin
position October 1.
Johnson was confirmed

in May.

New Hanover
happenings

The NHC Planning
Board and Board

of

Commissioners heard and approved changes to the
county’s sign ordinances.

Several rezoning requests and Special Use Permit
hearings for additional dwelling allowances came
before commissioners, who denied more than were
approved. Special Use Permit hearings for additional
density have now come to an end in New Hanover
County, following a code change earlier in the year for
such requests to follow a legislative rather than quasi-
judicial process.

In October, Commissioners will hear an update on the
ongoing staff work to produce a draft revision to

the county’s comprehensive land use plan. BASE
continues to monitor the situation closely and
anticipates potentially significant changes.

The New Hanover County school board approved a
recommendation to ask commissioners to place

a $320 million school bond on the 2026 general
election ballot.
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Pender comprehensive
plan presented to
commissioners

The revision of Pender
County’s comprehensive
plan made its way to
commissioners this past
month. View the video

here. One final
presentation will take
place on November 3, at
which time
commissioners may vote
onthe item.
Commissioners appear
poised to approve the
draft with minor changes
from the planning board.

Leland passes Jackey’s
Creek annexation

After a contentious few
public hearings, the Town
of Leland voted to annex
1220 acres near Jackey’s
Creekinto the town with
development plans for a
variety of uses.

The area will include a new
elementary school,
residential, and
commercial uses, as well
as a connector road
between US-17 and NC-
133 (River Road).

Jacksonville
Realtors host
roundtable

The Jacksonville
Board of Realtors
hosted its periodic
Community
Conversation series
on Sept. 25 with
elected officials and
staff representatives
from law
enforcement, the
county, City of
Jacksonville, Town of
Holly Ridge, and
ONWASA.

County
Commissioner
Royce Bennett, Holly
Ridge Mayor Pete
Parnian, Holly Ridge
Councilman Phil
Mesciano, and
Sheriff Chris Thomas
were in attendance,
along with staff from
Congressman Greg
Murphy’s office.

The meeting covered
a number of local


https://crl8ryhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LwkSbCFsepRjIrrVuPy2KdXs7oiVbntNZeC1DQslaJyDFzCt32ie0BRoh191_cxpruKrh2ZtdWTpjkL1AoO6eb7GmXTdJ8WDThgcUU2ITHc9DZyJX65oROr0yI9lmN2dP27kUZHY-rO4-PzDmZCGO6pSAk92XyvwDPgg_x9kK9FDScZWTFKQTg==&c=GSOi7di3kNuvS4Gu_t1KfC1f5XK36uDaVsrv1YjeJY_Po3aJZJdgmw==&ch=WqcclZ2a5m9MFBx64UeNRTHZfDULAnPE5TRTmgkJ3dzPPANtHk91gw==
https://crl8ryhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LwkSbCFsepRjIrrVuPy2KdXs7oiVbntNZeC1DQslaJyDFzCt32ie0BRoh191_cxpruKrh2ZtdWTpjkL1AoO6eb7GmXTdJ8WDThgcUU2ITHc9DZyJX65oROr0yI9lmN2dP27kUZHY-rO4-PzDmZCGO6pSAk92XyvwDPgg_x9kK9FDScZWTFKQTg==&c=GSOi7di3kNuvS4Gu_t1KfC1f5XK36uDaVsrv1YjeJY_Po3aJZJdgmw==&ch=WqcclZ2a5m9MFBx64UeNRTHZfDULAnPE5TRTmgkJ3dzPPANtHk91gw==

plans, policy
changes, and
activities. JBOR is
one of BASE’s core
association
members. BASE
provides the
organization with
governmental affairs

support.

A note to members...

Thank you for your continued partnership with
BASE, the only organization in southeastern
North Carolina wholly devoted to advocating
for public policies that support and sustain
good growth and economic vitality.

This is a critical moment in the growth arc of

southeastern North Carolina and the work of BASE has never been
more important. Our mission is not only to advocate for economically
sound policy solutions from the courthouse to the state house, and from
city halls to the nation’s capitol, but also to educate and inform the public
on the vital importance of growth and development to this region’s future
prosperity and quality of life. This is our time to contribute mightily to
shaping a better and more prosperous future for this piece of North
Carolina.

Please RSVP to join us at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, October 15, for
BASE’s member meeting. Help to expand our ranks, grow our coalition,
and provide BASE with the resources we need to meet this moment.



-Jerod Patterson, CEO



